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Los  Altos  Hills  for  the  first  time  this  year  entered  a 
float  in  the  LOS  ALTOS  FESTIVAL  OF  LIGHTS  parade. 
This  nine-foot  tree  played  music  for  Sugar  Plum  Fairies 
dancing  ahead  of  it. 

FREE  TREES  OFFERED 


Once  again,  Los  Altos  Hills  is  giving  a  Christmas 
present  to  the  town  residents,  3,000  Christmas 
tree  seedlings. 

Three  kinds  of  trees,  [)ouglas  firs,  Scotch  pines 
and  a  third  species  yet  to  be  selected,  will  be  distri- 
buted from  10  AM  to  1  PM  Saturday,  December  22, 
at  the  town  bam.  The  bam  is  adjacent  to  the  Little 
League  baseball  field  on  Purissima  Road  between 
Viscaino  and  Elena  roads. 

People  presenting  proof  of  Los  Altos  Hills 
residency  will  be  given  free  several  seedlings,  the 
exact  number  to  be  determined  by  the  number  of 
people  who  show  up  for  the  trees.  Last  year  each 
family  received  about  five  trees,  according  to  Walter 
Gregorwich,  chairman  of  the  town's  Pollution  Control 
Committee  and  the  man  in  charge  of  giving  away  the 
trees. 

Los  Altos  Hills  first  gave  away  trees  several  years 
ago,  but  the  practice  was  not  continued  on  an  annual 
basis.  The  program  was  revived  last  year  by 
Gregorwich,  and  the  Town  Council  authorized  S'^OO 
for  it  again  this  year.  The  seedlings  come  from  a 
state  nursery  near  Ben  Lomond  in  the  Santa  Cruz 
Mountains.  ^ 


WESTWIND  PARTY  SEEKS 

DONATIONS  FOR 

SANTA  CLAUS  EXCHANGE 

For  the  third  consecutive  year,  the  Westwind  Barn 
at  27210  Altamont  Road  will  host  a  fund-raising 
event  for  the  Santa  Glaus  Exchange,  which  is  in  its 
27th  year. 

The  huge  barn,  overlooking  a  pastoral  panorama, 
will  be  decorated  and  filled  with  holiday  food  and 
music  from  1  to  'f  PM  Sunday,  Dec.  9.  Carolers  will 
perform  throughout  the  afternoon,  and  there  will  be 
a  petting  zoo  and  pony  rides  for  the  children.  The 
Peninsula  Senior  Chorus  will  perform  at  3  PM. 

Admission  is  a  cash  donation,  canned  food,  book, 
new  toy  or  a  used  toy  in  good  condition. 

The  Westwind  Christmas  party  is  sponsored  by  the 
Friends  of  Westwind,  the  Westwind  <f-H  and  the  Los 
Altos  Hills  Horsemen's  Association. 

The  Santa  Claus  Exchange  is  a  program  of  the 
Community  Services  Agency  of  Mountain  View,  Los 
Altos  and  Los  Altos  Hills.  The  agency  provides  a 
variety  of  services  for  poor  and  elderly  people, 
including  the  free  store  known  as  the  Santa  Claus 
Exchange,  where  pre-screened,  low-income  parents  can 
get  Christmas  presents  for  their  children. 

Last  year  the  Exchange  helped  bring  Christmas 
to  500  families.  Along  with  the  toys,  games,  books 
and  puzzles,  the  Exchange  gave  food  certificates  to 
each  family. 

People  wishing  to  donate  toys  or  food  to  the 
program  may  drop  items  off  during  the  day  at  two 
Los  Altos  fire  stations,  at  10  Almond  Ave.  and  765 
Fremont  Road,  or  any  Mountcun  View  fire  station. 
Donations  may  be  made  directly  to  the  Ssmta  Claus 
Exchange  in  the  former  police  building  at  9<»7  Villa 
St.  in  downtown  Mountain  View  from  10  AM  to  2  PM 
until  Dec.  13  and  from  9  AM  to  ^  PM  Dec.  1<»  through 
21. 

Cash  donations  may  be  mailed  to  the  Community 
Services  Agency  at  20'»  Sterlin  Road,  Mountain  View, 
9*0^*3. 

People  interested  in  volunteering  at  the  Santa 
Claus  Exchcinge  may  call  Estela  Salgado  at  96S-0836. 


"It's  amazing  how  many  trees  around  the  town 
have  come  from  handouts  in  eeu-lier  years,"  Gregorwich 
said.  "It's  amazing  how  fast  these  seedlings  grow.  They 
really  do  beautify  the  town." 

Gregorwich  plans  to  furnish  people  taking  trees 
with  advice  from  Sunset  Magazine  on  how  to  raise 
them. 


QUESTIONNAIRE  RESULTS 


•  How  do  you  feel  in  general  about  the  present  level  of  city  services? 

Need  More,  03  (18%)  About  Right,  179  (73%)  Too  Much,  17  (7%) 

•  Are  you  satisfied  with  responses  to  inquiries  by  town  employees? 

Yes,   100  (63%)  No,  35  (16%)  Never  Dealt  with  Them,  08  (21%) 

Of  those  who  had  dealt  with  the  staff,  80%  were  satisfied. 

•  Are  you  satisfied  with  responses  to  inquiries  by  town  committees? 

Yes,  79  (33%)  No,  28  (12%)  Never  Dealt  with  Them,  121  (33%) 

Those  dealing  with  the  committees  backed  them  70%  to  26%. 

•  Are  you  satisfied  with  responses  to  inquiries  by  elected  officials? 

Yes,  76  (30%)  No,  23  (11%)  Never  Dealt  With  Them,  122  (SS%) 

People  dealing  with  the  officials  supported  them  75%  to  23%. 

•  Should  the  town  continue  to  negotiate  with  Los  Altos  for  increased  police  protection? 

Yes,  128  (32%)  No,  80  (33%)  Don't  Know,  38  (13%) 

•  Would  you  be  willing  to  pay  additional  taxes  for  increased  police  protection? 

Yes,  110  (06%)  No,  130  (30%) 

•  Would  you  be  willing  to  organize  or  participate  in  a  Neighborhood  Crime  Watch  Program? 

Yes,  210  (80%)  No,  02  (16%) 

•  Would  you  be  willing  to  pay  additional  taxes  for  better  maintenance  of  roads? 

Yes,  71  (29%)  No,  171  (71%) 

•  Would  you  be  willing  to  pay  extra  taxes  for  a  better  drainage  system? 

Yes,  38  (16%)  No,  199  (80%) 

Asked  if  they  would  support  additional  contributions  by  the  town  towards  six  services,  the 
residents  responded: 


YES 

NO 

Parks 

28% 

72% 

Recreation 

21% 

79% 

Libraries 

33% 

63% 

Community  Health  Abuse  Council 
Los  Altos  Senior  Citizens  Center 
Community  Service  Agency 


YES  NO 

17%  83% 

28%  72% 

17%  83% 


QUESTIONNAIRES  INDICATE 
HILLS  RESIDENTS  LIKE  THEIR 
TOWN  THE  WAY  IT  IS 


Results  of  the  questionnaire  carried  in  the  last  Los 
Altos  Hills  newsletter  show  residents  generally 
like  their  town  and  don't  want  to  pay  more  taxes  for 
more  services. 

Writer  after  writer  proclaimed  support  for  the 
town's  rural  atmosphere,  and  some  noted  with  horror 
the  size  of  new  homes  on  ridgelines. 

By  sizeable,  margins,  the  respondents  rejected 
more  taxes  for  road  maintenance  and  drainage.  There 
was  also  little  support  for  the  town's  increasing  its 
contributions  to  social  services.  The  county  libraries 
received  the  most  support,  but  even  then  it  was  only 
35  percent. 

The  only  service  for  which  many  people  would 
give  additional  support  was  police  protection. 

The  town  now  pays  $232,000  a  year  to  the  Santa 
Clara  County  sheriff's  Dept.  to  provide  an  average  of 
10  hours  of  patrol  per  day. 

Asked  if  the  town  should  continue  to  negotiate 
with  Los  Altos  to  provide  police  patrols,  52  percent 
said  "yes,"  33  percent  were  opposed  and  15  percent 
had  no  opinion. 

But  a  5'*  percent  majority  said  they  would  not  be 
willing  to  pay  more  taxes  to  get  additional  police 
patrols. 

The  questionnaires  were  returned  by  256  people, 
about  10  percent  of  the  town's  households. 

Residents  were  quite  selective  in  supporting  the 
social  services  with  about  half  supporting  one  of  the 
six   items   but   only   a    minority   supporting  any   one. 


Some  people  specified  how  much  they  were  willing 
to  pay  for  police,  roads,  and  drainage.  Nine  people 
said  they  would  be  willing  to  pay  up  to  $50  a  year 
for  more  police  protection;  19  said  they  would  pay 
$100  to  $1000.  Eleven  people  said  they  would  pay  up 
to  $50  for  road  maintenance;  ^t  said  they  would  pay 
$100  to  $200.  On  drainage,  one  said  he  would  pay  an 
additional  $25;  two  said  $50;  three  said  $100;  and  one 
said  $200. 

Asked  for  ideas  on  improving  communications 
among  town  residents,  many  people  suggested  having 
more  newsletters.  Several  people  said  they  thought 
communications  were  already  good.  There  was  also 
comment  about  too  much  "politics"  being  involved  in 
town  government.  One  person  suggested  a  town-wide 
project  of  interest  to  all  to  bring  residents,  staff  and 
City  Council  together.  Another  suggested  a  City 
Council  meeting  that  would  have  no  agenda  other  than 
matters  brought  up  from  the  floor  by  residents.  People 
now  may  bring  up  items  at  the  start  of  council 
meetings. 

Most  people  offered  some  vision  of  what  Los  Altos 
Hills  should  be,  ranging  from  brief  phrases  to  attached 
essays.  The  rural  atmosphere  received  the  most 
support,  though  one  person  wrote,  "Much  the  same  as 
it  is  but  perhaps  slightly  more  urbanized,  less  rural 
or  rustic."  That  person  also  was  willing  to  pay  taxes 
for  more  services. 

"Keep  this  town  rural  —  not  Beverly  Hills," 
another  person  wrote. 

"It's  just  fine  the  way  it  is.  Leave  it  alone," 
admonished  one  writer.  Several  people  called  for 
restrictions  on  building,  but  there  was  also  considerable 
support  for  requiring  fewer  permits.  One  suggestion 
was  to  eliminate  from  the  permit  process  repairs  and 
improvement  projects  with  a  total  value  under  $10,000 
and  performed  or  contracted  for  by  the  owner. 


.  .  .  AND  SOME  RESPONSES 


CODE  VIOLATIONS  UNACCEPTABLE 


Mayor  Andrew  Allison— 

The  success  elected  and  appointed  officials  have 
in  making  Los  Altos  Hills  a  better  place  to  live  depends 
in  large  part  on  our  getting  information  from,  as  well 
as  to,  town  residents. 

We  were  gratified,  then,  to  be  able  to  get  the 
opinions  of  and  read  comments  from  the  people  who 
responsed  to  the  questionnaire  in  the  September  news- 
letter. 

We're  left  with  a  bit  of  a  quandary,  though.  The 
responses  indicate  that  people  want  higher  levels  of 
service  (code  enforcement,  police  protection,  main- 
tenance of  streets,  paths  and  town-owned  property), 
but  are  unwilling  to  pay  for  them.  Perhaps  we  failed 
to  get  across  the  message  that  we  can  barely  afford 
the  present,  admittedly  inadequate,  level  of  services. 
We  can  make  do  with  what  we  have,  but  we  need  a 
much  higher  level  of  participation  by  the  town's 
residents.  People  will  have  to  get  out  to  do  something 
about  the  problems  they  encounter. 

The  questionnaires  that  were  returned  seem  to 
indicate  a  desire  to  control  the  intensity  of  develop- 
ment and  its  impact,  both  aesthetic  and  environmental, 
on  the  community  at  large.  The  Planning  Commission, 
City  Council  and  staff  are  proceeding  on  that  basis 
in  the  current  reevaluation  of  the  relevant  ordinances. 
Information  on  the  status  of  this  project  and  the  public 
hearings  associated  with  it  can  be  obtained  from  Leslie 
Mullens  at  Town  Hall,  9'H-7222. 

We  solicit  your  views  and  participation  in  this 
process! 


Councilwoman  Mary  van  Tamelen— 


The  Council  would  like  to  alert  all  citizens  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  for  grading,  developing, 
building  and  remodeling.  Most  of  us  have  plans  for 
home  improvements  —  we  want  to  extend  the  deck 
or  perhaps  to  build  a  tennis  court  or  a  spa,  maybe 
even  add  an  additional  room. 

Remember  before  you  start  such  projects  to  check 
your  plans  with  Town  Hall  staff.  Town  ordinances 
regulate  such  improvements.  They  have  been  adopted 
to  protect  all  of  our  property  values.  The  town  staff 
will  check  to  see  that  your  proposed  improvements  do 
not  extend  into  protected  side  yards,  easements,  paths 
or  rights-of-way.  There  is  for  each  lot  a  maximum 
development  area  allowed  for  improvements.  This 
regulation  is  necessary  for  our  drainage  system  to 
function  safely  and  to  maintain  the  openness  we  enjoy 
in  our  town.  The  town  staff  will  advise  you  how  to 
compute  your  maximum  development  area. 

Town  ordinances  also  give  neighbors  the  right  to 
be  notified  of  your  proposed  improvements  and  the 
opportunity  to  be  heard  at  a  meeting  at  Town  Hall. 
Landscaping  may  be  required  to  mitigate  the  effects 
of  large  structures. 

Proper  action  at  the  beginning  of  your  project 
can  help  to  avoid  complaints  and  problems  later. 
Violations  may  result  In  fines,  delays  or  the  need  to 
undo  the  work. 

The  Town  Council  encourages  you  to  improve  your 
home  and  does  not  want  its  regulations  to  be 
unnecessarily  burdensome.  So  when  you  improve  your 
property,  do  it  right;  get  your  permits  from  Town 
Hall.  You  will  be  helping  maintain  the  high  quality  of 
Los  Altos  Hills  development. 

Judith  Carico,  Chairman 
Code  Enforcement  Committee 


Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  answered  the  ques- 
tionnaire in  the  last  newsletter.  It's  like  a  pre-election 
coffee  party  —  only  cut  short  before  we  had  a  chance 
to  hear  each  other  out.  Please  feel  free  to  call  me 
any  time  to  discuss  town  affairs  (9'»l-2356). 

And  we'll  be  calling  you:  the  highest  positive 
response  was  an  84  percent  willingness  to  participate 
in  a  neighborhood  watch  program. 

As  far  as  the  expressions  of  visions  of  our  town 
go,  most  of  the  comments  stressed  rurality.  A  very 
large  number,  moreover,  asked  for  constraints  or 
controls  on  new  construction  and  more  limits  on 
development.  I  will  be  well  aware  of  this  as  I  go  over 
the  new  version  of  our  Site  Development  Ordinance 
and  consider  other  ordinance  revisions. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 


The  City  Council  welcomes  your  attendance  and 
participation  at  its  meetings.  Visitors  are  allowed 
to  speak  on  any  subject  of  civic  concern  at  the 
beginning  of  each  council  meeting. 

Mayor  Andrew  Allison  has  office  hours  at  the 
Town  Hall,  26379  Fremont  Road,  from  2  to  'f  PM  each 
Tuesday.  Appointments  may  be  made  by  calling  the 
town  staff,  9'H-7222. 


HISTORY  LIBRARY 
HONORS  MOLLIE  SQUIRES 


The  Los  Altos  HiUs  Historical  Society  has  prepared 
an  historical  library  in  memory  of  the  late  Moille 
Squires,  mother  of  Nancy  Couperus. 

Mollie  Squires  was  an  enthusiastic  world  traveler 
and  had  collected  novels,  history  books  and  biographies 
from  many  countries.  Her  daughter  is  a  founder  of 
the  Friends  of  Westwind  and  coordinator  of  the  pro- 
gram for  the  handicapped  at  the  Westwind  Bam. 

The  Historical  Society  welcomes  anyone  interested 
in  reading  and  history  to  visit  the  Squires  collection 
in  the  Society's  room  at  the  Town  Hall. 

The  room  is  open  to  the  public  from  2  to  4  PM 
Wednesdays.  Edna  Wilson,  librarian,  and  Irma  Gold- 
smith, Historical  Society  president,  will  be  there  to 
assist  in  making  selections. 
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Recipients  of  the  3oint  Community  Volunteer  awards,  from  left,  are: 
SHERRI  HEFFLEY,  ED  GORZYNSKI,  KAYE  LOUGHMILLER,  AILEEN  MORRISON,  NANCY  COUPERUS, 
GIL    MORRISON,    JUDY   CARICO,   ROLLAND    CHASE,    JANET    SANDIS,   WAYNE   PICCIANO,   LYNN 
PICCIANO,  BOB  GRIMM,  MARY  STUTZ,  BILL  PERKINS  AND  BOB  STUTZ. 

VOLUNTEERS  RECEIVE  HONORS 


Seventeen  people  from  Los  Altos  and  Los  Altos 
Hills  have  been  given  awards  for  their  community 
service. 

In  addition,  the  Friends  of  the  Los  Altos  Library, 
which  has  500  members,  was  recognized  for  a  special 
award  at  the  second  annual  Joint  Awards  Luncheon  in 
Los  Altos  in  November. 

The   Community  Service  Awards  were  given  to: 

Bill  Perkins,  former  Los  Altos  Hills  planning  com- 
missioner and  mayor,  for  his  great  contributions  to 
the  town  over  the  years. 

Ed  Gorzynaki,  past  Los  Altos  Kiwanis  Club  pres- 
ident, for  his  work  on  many  community  projects, 
including  the  Festival  of  Lights  and  Pet  Parade. 

Harriete  Froid,  a  lO-yeeir  member  of  the  board 
of  the  Community  Services  Agency  and  chairman  of 
the  Santa  Claus  Exchange. 

Sherri  Heffley,  AYSO  soccer  commissioner  and 
past  president  of  the  Egan  School  PTA.  She  organized 
the  Florence  Fava  McCliman  Indian  exhibition  at 
Redwood  Grove. 

3udy  Carico,  member  for  10  years  of  the  Los 
Altos  Hills  Planning  Commission,  member  of  the  town 
Pathways  Committee,  Children's  Theater  Association 
board  member,  president  of  the  Retarded  Children's 
Guild.  She  is  the  mother  of  five  and  has  been  active 
in  PTA,  Little  League  and  Boy  Scouts. 

Kaye  Loughmiller,  for  her  work  with  the  PTA 
Council   and   Los   Altos   High   School   Parents   Group. 

Nancy  Couperus,  for  coordinating  the  Riding  for 
the  Handicapped  program  at  Westwind  Barn. 


Wayne  Picciano  and  Lynn  McConahey  Picciano, 

husband  and  wife,  piano  players,  for  their  entertaining 
at  the  Los  Altos  Senior  Center,  retirement  homes  and 
convalescent  hospitals. 

3anet  Sandis,  past  president  of  the  Community 
Services  Agency  and  member  of  the  Los  Altos  Hills 
Finance  Committee. 

Rolland  Chase,  who  drives  the  van  and  works  as 
a  handyman  for  the  Los  Altos  Senior  Center. 

Boib  Grimm,  former  Los  Altos  mayor,  former 
Festival  of  Lights  chairman  and  United  Way  volunteer. 

Ruth  Ko^er,  former  Los  Altos  mayor  and  past 
president  of  the  League  of  Women  Voters  of  the  Los 
Altos-Mountain  View  area,  now  active  in  working  for 
senior  housing  and  a  member  of  the  Foothill-DeAnza 
Foundation  Board. 

Gilbert  and  Aileen  Morrison,  married  30  years, 
for  their  work  on  the  Senior  Coordinating  Council, 
Friends  of  the  Library  amd  Los  Altos  Senior  Center. 

Bob  and  Mary  Stutz,  active  in  the  Los  Altos  Hills 
Horsemen's  Association,  Friends  of  Westwind  and  the 
Hidden  Villa  Horseplay.  Mrs.  Stutz  chairs  the  Los  Altos 
Hills  Pathways  Committee,  and  Mr.  Stutz  is  a  former 
chairman  of  the  committee.  He  also  served  as  a  Boy 
Scout  leader  for  many  years. 

The  selection  committee  was  composed  of  five 
members  from  each  city,  Mary  van  Tamelen,  Jane 
Reed,  Grace  Allison,  Walter  Chronert,  Ginny  Lear, 
Edward  Barnes,  Penny  Lave,  Rosemary  Meyerhott, 
Barbara  Tryon  and  Pinky  Whelan. 


ADOPT  A  TREE 
FOR  CHRISTMAS 


You  can  support  your  own  tree  in  the  town's 
proposed  orchard  behind  Town  Hail.  For  a 
$25  donation  (tax  deductible),  you  can  be  the 
foster  parent  of  a  symbol  of  our  heritage. 
Or  you  can  sponsor  a  tree  in  memoriam  for 
one  of  your  loved  ones.  Your  gift  will  provide 
care  for  an  apricot  or  a  prune  tree,  and  your 
name  will  be  displayed,  if  you  wish,  on  a 
plaque  as  a  patron  of  the  historical  project. 
Larger  donations  for  the  vineyard  also  will 
be  welcome.  (Please  read  the  story  below  on 
the  Heritage  Preserve.) 


FARM  TOOLS  SOUGHT  FOR 
MUSEUM  WITHOUT  WALLS 


In  July,  19S3,  ARLINE  REED,  great-grandaughter 
of  pioneer  William  Taaffe,  gave  an  early  Case 
hay  baler  to  the  town.  This  gift  inspired  the  creation 
of  the  town's  Heritage  Preserve,  a  three-quarter-acre 
parcel  behind  the  Town  Hall  parking  lot. 

The  preserve  will  be  a  "museum  without  walls" 
exhibiting  artifacts  of  our  agricultural  past  in  a  natural 
environment. 

An  ad  hoc  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Town 
Council  in  August,  1983,  to  plan  the  preserve,  deter- 
mine methods  of  construction  and  means  of  main- 
tenance and  solicit  donations  of  equipment,  plantings, 
benches,  signs  and  other  items.  The  committee  is  to 
advise  the  Town  Council  and  city  manager  of  plans 
and  implement  those  plans  when  they  are  approved. 
The  committee  receives  no  city  funds  and  must  rely 
on  donations  and  volunteer  efforts. 

Work  is  already  underway.  Last  July  a  horseshoe- 
shaped  path  was  constructed  without  charge  by  the 
Taaffe  Co.  using  40  tons  of  rock  donated  by  the  Patton 
Brothers  quarry. 

A  planned  drying  shed  will  provide  shelter  for 
both  visitors  and  items  that  could  be  damaged  by  the 
elements.  The  hope  is  that  this  shed  will  be  made 
from  timber  from  an  old  bam.  Among  the  shed's 
exhibits  would  be  a  bean  sprayer,  circa  1900,  donated 
by  the  Burkhart  family.  Clarence  Maurer,  the  town's 
most  active  apricot  dryer,  will  add  old  fruit  boxes, 
drying  trays,  tray  stand,  pit  box  and  a  transfer  cart. 
Rail  for  the  cart  will  be  supplied  by  Clarence 
Henderson  from  the  old  Oscar  Holm  Farm. 

A  three-legged  fruit  picker  ladder  also  has  been 
donated. 

One  area  of  the  preserve  is  envisioned  as  an 
actual  working  orchard,  mainly  apricots  but  with  some 
prunes.  A  small  vineyard  is  planned,  but  so  far  no 
wine-making  items  have  been  received. 

A  hay  rake,  half-buried  in  a  creek  bed  at  the 
bottom  of  Byrne  Preserve,  was  hauled  out  by  the  town 
maintenance  crew,  but  the  rake  has  no  wheels.  Can 
any  of  you  provide  some? 

One  hills  resident  got  a  good  case  of  poison  oak 
retrieving  a  long-handled  scythe  from  a  creek  behind 
her  house. 

A  500-pound  anvil,  accompanied  by  hammers, 
tongs  and  other  blacksmith  tools,  posed  a  real  moving 
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An  80-year  old  hay  baler  temporarily  dis- 
played at  Town  Hall  will  be  among  the  items 
housed  in  the  heritage  preserve. 
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problem,  but  again  the  town  crew  came  through.  The 
anvil  is  being  stored  in  the  Town  Bam  until  a  proper 
place  for  it  is  selected. 

We  have  an  offer  of  a  milk-cream  separator  from 
around  1900,  a  pump  for  a  windmill  (the  windmill  is 
on  our  wish  list)  and  an  old  horse-drawn  plow.  One 
of  our  most  nostalgic  pieces,  a  goose-neck  wagon  that 
was  used  in  an  orchard  near  the  intersection  of  Elena 
and  Robleda,  is  already  in  place  between  the  old 
Arthur  Fowle  gateposts  at  the  entrance  to  Town  Hall. 
The  hay  baler  is  temporarily  displayed  behind  the 
History  Room  at  Town  Hall. 

People  wishing  to  donate  items  relating  to  the 
town's  agricultural  past  or  to  volunteer  to  work  on 
the  preserve  should  call  Town  Historian  Rosemary 
Meyerott,  948-5970  or  meet  her  in  the  History  Room 
between  1  and  5  PM  Tuesdays.  Visitors  are  also 
welcome  at  meetings  of  the  ad  hoc  preserve 
committee,  which  meets  at  the  Town  Hall  on  the  last 
Wednesday  of  each  month  at  4  PM. 

Rosemary  Meyerott 
Town  Historian 


LOS  ALTOS  HILLS 
OFFERS  SOME  HELP 


The  Town  of  Los  Altos  Hills  has  for  many  years 
tried  to  make  at  least  token  payments  towards 
organizations  and  services  the  City  Council  has  found 
deserving. 

In  the  last  newsletter,  hills  residents  were  asked 
if  they  would  support  additional  town  contributions 
towards  parks,  recreation,  libraries,  the  Community 
Health  Abuse  Council,  Los  Altos  Senior  Center  or 
Community  Service  Agency.  Though  support  for 
increased  contributions  ranged  from  only  17%  for  the 
Health  Abuse  Council  and  Community  Service  Agency 
to  35%  for  libraries,  about  half  the  people  who 
responded  to  the  questionnaire  said  they  would  support 
more  funds  for  at  least  one  of  the  six  items. 

Here  is  an  accounting  of  what  the  town  spends 
for  those  services  and  the  benefits  received: 

Parks  and  Recreation— The  town's  SeS,?*?  spend- 
ing in  the  i98'*-85  budget  in  these  categories  seems 
sizeable,  but  little  of  that  money  will  go  for  what 
most  people  would  consider  either  parks  or  recreation. 

The  town's  two  "parks,"  Byrne  Park  on  Altamont 
Road  and  a  small  parcel  on  Edith  Avenue  near  the 
Los  Altos  city  limits,  take  almost  nothing.  The  town's 
contribution  to  recreation  consists  of  maintaining  the 
Little  League  baseball  grounds  on  Purissima  Road  and 
the  nearby  town  riding  ring.  The  Little  League  pays 
the  town  $5,000  rent. 

The  town's  money  will  be  spent  on  maintaining 
pathways  and  city  property  around  the  Town  Hall  and 
barn  where  municipal  equipment  is  stored  and  for 
spraying  weeds.  The  budget  has  $18,800  for  capital 
outlay,  $6,000  for  weed  killing,  $6,000  for  header 
boards,  signs  and  other  pathway  items,  $300  for  small 
hand  tools,  $5,000  for  utilities  and  $33,6'»7  for  labor. 

Libraries-Los  Altos  Hills  budgeted  $9,082  this 
year  towards  the  county-operated  libraries  in  Los 
Altos,  at  13  South  San  Antonio  Road  and  1975  Grant 
Road.  That  payment  is  the  town's  share  towards  a 
$50,000  deficit  in  the  budget  of  $597,601.  The  rest 
of  the  money  comes  from  special  district  funds  whose 
amount  is  determined  by  the  State  Legislature.  The 
town's  share  of  the  deficit,  17%,  was  determined  by 
the  proportion  of  library  users  being  town  residents. 
Los  Altos  will  pay  $3^,095.  Santa  Clara  County  will 
pay  $6,918  based  on  the  number  of  people  in 
unincorporated  areas  who  use  the  libraries. 

Palo  Alto,  Mountain  View,  Sunnyvale,  Santa  Clara 
and  San  3ose  operate  their  own  libraries,  though  Los 
Altos  Hills  residents  through  cooperative  agreements 
may  use  any  of  them.  County  libraries  are  in  Los 
Altos,  Cupertino,  Milpitas,  Morgan  Hill,  Saratoga  and 
Campbell.  A  committee  of  Los  Altos  and  Los  Altos 
Hills  representatives  concluded  a  year  ago  that  it 
would  not  be  financially  feasible  for  the  two  cities 
to  break  away  to  form  their  own  library  system. 
The  councils  of  those  cities,  however,  also  have 
gone  on  record  that  they  will  not  go  on  subsidizing 
the  libraries.  Ann  Throop,  Los  Altos  Hills'  repre- 
sentative on  the  five-member  Library  Commission, 
said  library  service  would  need  to  be  cut  substantially 
if  the  state  does  not  increase  its  funding  and  local 
funds  are  reduced. 


Private  contributions,  from  book  sales  by  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  and  individual  donations, 
probably  could  not  be  increased  sufficiently  to  make 
up  for  the  shortfall,  Throop  said.  State  law  prohibits 
libraries  from  charging  fees. 

Community  Health  Abuse  Caundi— Los  Altos  Hills 
will  pay  $3,068  this  year  according  to  a  joint  powers 
agreement  with  Los  Altos,  Mountain  View  and  the 
school  districts  in  the  three  communities. 

The  council  offers  counseling  on  drug  abuse  and 
related  problems  to  youths  and  their  families.  It 
presents  programs  on  health  abuse  in  schools  and  offers 
counseling  at  schools  and  in  its  office  in  the  old 
Mountain  View  High  School  on  Castro  Street.  The 
seven  counselors  and  13  interns  serve  about  500  persons 
each  month. 

Los  Altos  Senior  Center— Los  Altos  Hills  included 
$500  in  its  budget  for  the  center  this  year.  Last  year 
it  gave  $2,000  as  a  one-time  contribution,  using  federal 
revenue-sharing  funds. 

The  City  of  Los  Altos  provides  the  center  on 
Hillview  Avenue  and  pays  for  the  utilities. 

The  center  sponsors  activities  such  as  creative 
writing,  painting  and  exercise.  It  invites  speakers  on 
health,  finances  and  other  issues  of  particular  interest 
to  older  people.  It  holds  a  bingo  night,  organizes 
entertainment  and  sponsors  a  birthday  party  each 
month.  Counselors  take  regular  blood-pressure  readings 
and  advise  on  health  problems. 

The  center  serves  about  900  people,  75  of  them 
from  Los  Altos  Hills,  according  to  May  Wong,  co- 
director.  Class  fees  and  contributions  from  service 
groups  and  individuals  provide  the  rest  of  the  budget. 

Community  Services  Agency— This  organization 
was  founded  in  1957  to  serve  Los  Altos,  Los  Altos 
Hills  and  Mountain  View  as  a  non-profit  corporation 
to  promote  special  well-being  in  the  communities.  Los 
Altos  Hills  will  contribute  $500  from  this  year's  budget. 

The  agency  has  five  major  programs,  emergency 
assistance,  information  and  referral,  assistance  with 
home  chores,  group  meals  for  poor  people  and  sub- 
sidized transportation.  Seventy  older  people  are  helped 
with  home  chores,  90  people  receive  meals  daily  and 
20,000  rides  are  provided  annually. 

Many  hills  residents  become  involved  in  the  Santa 
Claus  Exchange  each  year.  A  free  store  for  the  needy 
is   set   up   with  donations  of   merchandise  and  cash. 

Myron  Myers 
Newsletter  Editor 


"HESTA  DE  LAS  AMIGOS" 
MEETING  SET 


A  town  celebration  is  being  planned  for  next  May, 
which  means  time  for  planning  is  now.  If  you 
missed  out  on  the  fun  of  building  the  float  for  the 
Festival  of  Lights  Parade,  this  is  your  chance  to  join 
in.  We  also  need  teenagers  to  be  a  part  of  this  group. 
The  first  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Town  Council 
Chambers  on  Thursday,  Jan.  10,  at  7:30  PM.  If  you 
are  interested  in  participating,  please  call  Town  Hall 
(9^1-7222)  or  Ed  Barnes  (9'»8-'f569). 


HAMS  PLAY  BIG  PART 
IN  DISASTER  PLAN 


Los  Altos  Hills  has  adopted  in  concept  a  disaster 
plan  that  would  use  amateur  (ham)  radio  operators 
to  summon  emergency  aid. 

Already  the  Disaster  Preparedness  Subcommittee 
of  the  town's  Safety  Committee  has  signed  up  20  hams 
who  would  be  assigned  "beats"  to  patrol  in  an 
emergency.  After  a  disaster,  presumably  a  great 
earthquake,  the  hams  would  locate  people  in  trouble 
and  summon  help  via  hand-held  radios. 

The  next  step  before  executing  tne  plan  is  to 
locate  sources  of  aid  within  the  community  and  seek 
volunteers  to  coordinate  activities.  The  town  would 
like  to  maintain  a  list  of  people  who  own  chainsaws, 
tractors  or  backhoes,  bulldozers  and  trucks  that  might 
be  used  to  clear  roads.  Disaster  officials  also  would 
like  to  know  where  four-wheel-drive  vehicles  that 
might  be  called  upon  for  transportation  through  slide 
areas  are  kept. 

People  with  skills  in  excavating,  such  as  civil 
engineers,  might  be  called  upon  to  supervise  clearing 
of  slides  or  rescuing  people  from  collapsed  buildings. 
High  on  the  list  of  needed  skills  are  physicians  and 
nurses,  particularly  retired  ones  who  could  be  expected 
to  stay  in  their  community  during  a  disaster  rather 
than  report  to  the  hospital  or  clinic  where  they  work. 
People  with  law-enforcement  training  also  would  be 
called  upon  for  help. 

The  disaster  plan  assumes  the  disaster  would  be 
sufficiently  serious  that  for  one  to  three  days  all 
telephone,  television,  electrical  and  water  service 
would  be  out.  No  police  protection  would  be  available, 
and  no  county,  state  or  federal  aid  would  be 
immediately  available.  Many  families  would  be  split 
due  to  sp>ouses  being  at  work  and  children  being  at 
school.  Downed  trees  and  wires  and  earth  slides  would 
block  many  streets,  isolating  people  in  their  neighbor- 
hoods. 

During  the  emergency,  mobile  ham  radio  operators 
would  drive  and  walk  their  beats.  They  might  even 
ride  horses.  Residents  needing  emergency  aid  would 
signal  for  help  by  hanging  white  cloths  from  their 
mailboxes. 

Mobile  ham  operators  would  contact  each  school; 
others  would  be  assigned  to  check  on  water  storage 
tanks  and  water  conduits. 

Command  centers  would  be  established  at  Town 
Hall  on  Fremont  Road  and  possibly  at  Foothill  Com- 
munity College.  The  centers  would  have  emergency 
power  suitable  to  run  lights,  office  machines  and 
radios.  Information  from  field  units  would  be  broadcast 
to  a  command  center,  where  officials  would  make 
decisions  and  broadcast  instructions  back  to  the  field 
units. 

"We're  thinking  primarily  of  an  earthquake," 
Andrew  Cochran,  chairmam  of  the  Safety  Committee, 
said.  "The  only  other  kind  of  disaster  of  this  proportion 
might  be  a  tremendous  wind-driven  fire  that  would 
engulf  half  the  town. 

"But  if  we  get  an  earthquake  of  major  magnitude, 
above  8  on  the  Richter  Scale,  or  even  7.3,  and  if  it 
has  been  preceded  by  a  long  period  of  heavy  rain, 
many  parts  of  the  town  could  be  isolated  by  earth 
movement." 


The  plan  eissumes  the  interchanges  on  Freeway 
280  may  be  knocked  out,  and  other  arterials  could  be 
closed  as  well.  Roads  could  be  cut  around  blockages, 
however,  to  let  emergency  vehicles  pass. 

A  primary  task  for  medical  volunteers  would  be 
to  classify  injuries  and  determine  which  people  safely 
could  be  moved  and  which  could  not,  according  to 
Marc  Kaufman,  chairman  of  the  Disaster  Preparedness 
Subcommittee. 

"We  don't  want  to  do  a  lot  of  medical  work  in 
the  hills,"  Kaufman  said.  "We  don't  have  a  surgery 
here.  If  someone  is  badly  hurt,  we  want  to  get  him 
off  to  El  Camino  Hospital  or  Stanford." 

Families  are  urged  to  stock  enough  food  to  last 
a  few  days  and  medical  supplies  for  first  aid.  Water 
heaters  can  provide  drinking  water,  and  those  heaters 
should  be  strapped  to  a  wall  so  they  do  not  fall  over 
during  an  earthquake. 

Shelters  would  be  provided  for  people  without 
houses. 

Volunteers  interested  in  helping  develop  the  town's 
disaster  plan  are  urged  to  call  Andrew  Cochran  at 
^93-6795. 

Myron  Myers 
Newsletter  Editor 
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Bulldozers  such  as  owned  by  3oe  Anaya  on 
Olive  Tree  Lane  could  help  clear  roads  during 
an  emergency. 


BARN  DANCE  BIG  SUCCESS 


VOLUNTEER  NEEDED 


With    the    help    of    Indian    Summer    weather,    tfie 
September  Hoedown  at  the  Westwind  Barn  was  a 
musical,  foot-stomping  financial  success. 

The  net  income  from  the  dance  was  $1,508.<»0.  It 
will  be  used  to  make  improvements  to  the  bam,  which 
is  owned  by  the  town  and  operated  by  the  non-profit 
Friends  of  Westwind  organization. 

The  enthusiasm  and  participation  in  the  hoedown 
demonstrated  that  Westwind  is  a  great  place  to  have 
an  annual  get-together.  We  are  hoping  to  see  you  all 
next  year  on  Labor  Day  with  your  family  and  friends. 

Ingrid  Jackson 

Board  of  Directors 

Friends  of  Westwind 


Los  Altos  Hills  is  seeking  applicants  to  succeed 
Ann  Throop  as  the  town's  representative  on  the 
five-member  Los  Altos  Library  Commission. 

The  commission  meets  at  5  PM  the  second  Monday 
of  each  month  to  make  recommendations  to  the  Santa 
Clara  County  librarian  concerning  the  two  libraries  in 
Los  Altos.  Members  serve  fc5r  four  years. 

Los  Altos  appoints  three  members,  and  the  other 
member  represents  the  unincorporated  area  cU'ound  the 
two  cities. 

People  interested  in  the  position  should  contact 
City  Clerk  Pat  Dowd,  941-7222.  Applications  will  go 
to  the  Town  Council,  which  will  appoint  the 
commissioner. 
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